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Flower Auction Cooperatives in The Netherlands:
Sustainable or Declining?

LIANG Qiao GUO Hong-dong

(Collaborative Innovation Center for Rural Reform and Development/China Academy for Rural Develop—

ment Zhejiang University Hangzhou 310058 China)

Abstract : After a brief introduction of auction history and the development of auction cooperatives the pa—
per then conducted a case study of Flora Holland Flower Auction Cooperative. The status quo governance
mechanism and the role of the cooperative were demonstrated. The advantages and challenges faced by the
auction cooperative under emerging market surroundings were discussed such as the advances in production
technology specialization and increasing scale of buyers and demand diversification of consumers. Auction co—
operatives therefore need to adjust the governance services and market strategies in order to adapt to changing
environment. However a trend of the auction cooperatives’ declining or transformation towards marketing coop—
eratives is observed.
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