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Study on Duration of Trade Relationships between China and BIRCS
TAN Jing-rong TONG Xiao-le
Abstract: Using relevant HS 6-digit trading data retrieved from the WITS da-
tabase, this paper employs survival analysis to study the duration of trade relation-
ships with the whole variety of products between China and other BIRCS,. The
findings indicate that international trade is far more dynamic than previously
thought; the median duration of trade relationships between China and other
BRICS tend to be short with an average of 4.1 years, among which 48% of the
relationships would sustain for less than a year. Also found is that if a country can sur-
vive in the exporting market for the first few years, this trade relationship will face a
much smaller probability of failure for a relatively long period of time. Also, the du-
rations of trade relationships with different product categories vary significantly,
and the relationship usually endures if the initial trade value is large.
Keywords: BIRCS; Trade duration; Agriculture products; Survival analysis
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