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THE MECHANISM OF FARMER COOPERATIVES IN CHINA

——Based on Organizational Ecology Theory

LIANG Qiao WANG Xin-xin

(1. School of Management, Zhejiang University, Hangzhou 310058, China; 2. School of Economics
and International Trade, Zhejiang University of Finance & Economics, Hangzhou 310018, China)

Abstract: This paper examined the ecologicalization and institutionalization of farmer cooperatives by
collecting the first-hand data of 37 cooperatives in Zhejiang. The empirical results showed that the compe-
tition and population density might promote or hinder the establishment of farmer cooperatives in alterna-
tive situations. Elite farmers and the government played key roles respectively. The perfection of laws and
bylaws and the well cooperation of cooperatives in community could contribute to the institutionalization
and further promote the establishment and development of farmer cooperatives.

Key words: farmer cooperatives; organizational ecology; establishment; ecologicalization; institution-

alization

112



